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Abstract
This study examines the methodology of Imam Abu Bakr al-Bazzar in identifying and
explaining defects in hadith within his Musnad, with particular attention to the narrations of
Abu Hurayrah. It begins with a concise account of al-Bazzar’s scholarly life, teachers,
students, travels, works, and the evaluations of leading hadith scholars, followed by an
introduction to his Musnad, its titles, editions, scholarly services, and significance among the
major sources of hadith criticism. The study highlights the distinctive features of al-Bazzar’s
method, including his arrangement of reports by Companion and narrator, presentation of
complete texts, comparison of variant chains, identification of corroborating reports,
assessment of narrators, and occasional judgments on the strength of isnads. Particular
emphasis is placed on his treatment of both apparent and hidden defects. Apparent defects
include discontinuity in transmission and weaknesses related to a narrator’s reliability or
precision, while hidden defects are primarily explored through disagreement among
transmitters and solitary transmission. The research further analyzes the indicators al-
Bazzar used to prefer one version over another, such as the superior reliability of a
transmitter, the breadth of a narrator’s transmission, conformity with trustworthy narrators,
and the status of a transmitter who reports alone. His critical comments demonstrate that
solitary transmission is not rejected automatically; rather, its acceptance or rejection
depends upon contextual evidence and narrator evaluation. It concludes that al-Bazzar
applied the principles of the hadith critics with notable precision, carefully locating points of
disagreement and uniqueness, presenting competing routes, and explaining the reasons for
preferring or rejecting particular narrations.
Keywords: Al-Bazzar, Musnad al-Bazzar, Hadith Criticism, ‘Ilal al-Hadith, Hadith
Methodology, Solitary Transmission, Narrator Criticism
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