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Abstract

The research work under review analyzes Dr. Khawaja Abdul Hameed Yazdani’s critical and scholarly study
“Zikr-e-Rasool [ ... in the Masnavi of Rumi”. The book highlights the profound and widespread references to
the Holy Prophet Muhammad 1 found throughout Jalaluddin Rumi’s Masnavi. Dr. Yazdani presents these
references in six chapters, corresponding to the six books (daftars) of the Masnavi, and explains them in simple
and accessible Urdu. The author avoids complex philosophical discussions and instead focuses on making
Rumi’s ideas understandable for common readers unfamiliar with Persian. The book examines prophetic
praises, moral teachings, spiritual values, stories, parables, and Quranic or Hadith-based themes present in the
Masnavi. It also includes discussions on the significance of love, mysticism, the purification of the soul, moral
reformation, and Rumi’s method of conveying spiritual truths through symbolic narratives. The study also
compares the thoughts of Rumi and Allama Igbal, highlighting Igbal’s profound spiritual connection with Rumi.
Furthermore, Dr. Yazdani evaluates previous scholarship by major critics such as Badi‘ al-Zaman Furuzanfar
and Dr. Abdul Latif. Overall, the book is an important contribution to Rumi studies, Prophetic biography
(Seerat), Urdu criticism, and the understanding of Persian spiritual literature. Although some critics argue that
its simplicity limits deeper academic inquiry, the book is widely appreciated for its clarity, fluency, and
accessibility-
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“In the book under review the author has compiled all the discussion of the

Mosnavi in which the Maulana had referred to any aneedote from the life of

the prophet. No doubt some of the aneedotes quated by the Maulana lack

anthenticity, but he has made them part of his discussion in such away that

these seem to become part of the teachings of Islam. The book is a scholarly

attempt.The material compiled in it will prove equally useful for research
scholars as well as general readers”
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“Dr. Hameed yazdani has performed this arduous task with a sense of
commitment and dedication. He has tried to provide fall back ground of each
reference and explained its ethical and spiritual significance. His style is
simple and direct, and is characterized with ease and fluency , Much work has

been done on Rumi both in the east and West. The present study is a valuable
addition in that direction”
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